 Speaking points: 

ABOUT THE EU 
is celebrating  50th anniversary25 March 2007 May, the "day of Europe",: 
many progress accomplished but 
many challenges still ahead of us
 - Europe 6 now 27 Member States and almost half a billion population 

- EC started : peace   + 

wisdom of founding fathers : flexible mechanism – 

pooling sovereignty = able act together  where we need to/ have an interest to

- 50 years the EU allowed Europeans


- to build their prosperity (internal market-new/poorer MS)


- better protect our interest and project our values to the world

- from the economic point of view: The first European achievements were obtained in energy (coal and nuclear energy), industry (steel) and agriculture (the well-known common agriculture policy). 

- Today, progress in Europe, like in other industrialised countries, will depend on the capacity to create knowledge and innovation.

- Life Sciences and Biotechnology =  among key technologies for the future
    for competitiveness of EU economy and ability to meet global challenges
- before we enter in the theme itself , think about what the EU means:2 points of view
1/ individuals : student, scientist, researcher, entrepreneur  etc  = space of personal liberty and choise

2/ from the Public Policy point of view:   I will expand on this below

A GOOD EXAMPLE OF WHAT THE EU IS ABOUT :


-a lot in the hands of scientists – individuals who reach excellence


-a lot in the hands of universities – research institutions


-from PP point of view a lot in the hands of MS


-an indispensable part has to be dealt with at EU level

that is what the EU is about = a level of PP making that serves better the interests of the EU citizen 

that is what dries the EU more than anything else :  

- we meet every day challenges where we can only get it right together


- not all that we do together is perfect


- but we can only do some things right together 


- very often what is imperfect in our system is directly due to what we have not done together, where we have not created enough coherent space, enough liberty of choice for the individual (often burdened by too many national rules)

Public attitude towards biotechnology is improving in Europe (except for GM food)

Contrary to the situation in the US, European citizens are less ready to adopt new technologies and are often more concerned about the potential risks than the benefits that could be derived thereof. This is particularly true for biotechnology although recent polls – the so-called Eurobarometer surveys - have shown some improvement in public acceptance.
Hence, there is strong public support for biotechnology: 52% of those polled in the 2005 Eurobarometer survey believe that biotechnology will improve their quality of life (for mobile phones, it was 58%). Optimism about biotech has grown significantly since 1999. 70% support bioplastic and biofuels and are willing to pay more for these products. 

58% are against GM food, which is still a contentious issue, with opinions varying greatly between EU countries. However, 50% or more say they would buy GM food if it is healthier, if it contains less pesticide residues, or if it is more environmentally friendly. Moreover, the supporters outnumber the opponents on this issue. This indicates that public support would rise if the benefits are demonstrated to the consumers, but also that public awareness of GMOs currently is linked to negative perceptions.

Europe still invests 3 times less than US in Biotech Research but has now a coordinated strategy
Despite many successful European biotech start-ups, the companies tend to grow slowly and depend on external finance for their research and development. 

Three essential obstacles are the cause of this: 

1. It is often difficult to raise sufficient amounts of risk capital, which is evidenced by the lower amounts of venture capital and lower R&D investments in Europe. 

2. The European patent system is fragmented and makes it relatively burdensome and expensive to file and defend patents, especially for SMEs. 

3. There are still shortcomings in the cooperation and knowledge transfer between science and business.

In addition, the investment in life sciences and biotechnology research is accelerating worldwide and new competitors are emerging in countries such as China, Brazil, and India. For instance, India tripled its research budget for biotech from the period 1997-2002 to 2002-2007.
Launched a couple of years ago, the Commission's Biotechnology Strategy and Action Plan aims to remedy these problems by improving the regulatory framework, creating better possibilities for scientific cross-border cooperation, and improving access to finance.

The recent review of the European Strategy has shown significant progress????      but also room for improvement 

The review of the European Strategy has identified five biotech-specific priority actions: 

· Promote research and market development: we are proposing actions to promote research and market development for bio-based products and improve the uptake of new technologies including generation of knowledge under the 7th Research Framework Programme; establishment of public-private partnership to mobilise research funding; explore lead market initiatives for eco-efficient bio-based products.
· Foster competitiveness by facilitating knowledge transfer and innovation: we are proposing to foster competitiveness by facilitating knowledge transfer and innovation from the science base to industry, including development of best practices in licensing of genetic resources; improving links between research organisations and industry; facilitating the patenting system for Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SME's); and considering incentives for Young Innovative Companies.
· Encourage informed societal debates: we are proposing actions to encourage informed societal debates on the benefits and risk of life sciences and biotechnology including stronger involvement of different stakeholders in the Commissions activities.
· Ensure a sustainable contribution of modern biotechnology to agriculture: actions to ensure a sustainable contribution of modern biotechnology to agriculture and use the potential of plant science for energy and environment applications, in particular to replace of chemical processes and fossil fuels have been put forward.
· Improve the implementation of the legislation and remove unnecessary administrative burdens: we are proposing actions to improve the implementation of the legislation and its impact on competitiveness as well as actions to improve policy coordination, especially on cross-cutting issues and on newly emerging issues.
The successful implementation of the revised action plan will need the mobilisation of all European actors: political leaders, universities and research organisations, industry as well as the Civil Society Organisations such as environmental groups, patient and consumer organisations. 

International cooperation will also be vital and I am very pleased to announce that the recent EU-US Summit has set a number of new ambitious goals as regards transatlantic science and technology cooperation in areas such as second generation biofuels, bio-based products, nanotechnologies as well as healthcare products and services. 
The EU-US Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement has a provided a very good framework for stimulating transatlantic cooperation. Under this umbrella, the EC-US Task-Force for Biotechnology Research has proved very prolific in fostering discussions on science frontiers, facilitating exchange of scientists and promoting joint research initiatives as illustrated by the presentations given earlier today.
EU has gone a long way over the past 50 years and is now placed in a stronger position on the world scene. A more coherent EU strategy, increasing R&D investment, renewed economic growth and improved public acceptance should continue to foster European excellence in life sciences and biotechnologies for the benefit of the current and future generations.
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